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THE VISUAL BALANCE

PART OF STANDARD AESTHETICS:
Next to color schemes, unified sizes, margins, grid…

WHAT DOES BALANCE MEAN IN WEB DESIGN?
Remember stability vs. drama in logo design

BALANCE BY:
- Symmetry, anti-symmetry, asymmetry
- Leverage, eye-direction, texture, color, space
- Vertical balance – fixed vertical axis (defined by grid)



BALANCE BY SYMMETRY

James Abbott McNeill Whistler – Autoportrait



BALANCE BY ANTI-SYMMETRY

James Abbott McNeill Whistler – At the piano



BALANCE BY ASYMMETRY

James Abbott McNeill Whistler – Autoportrait



HARMONY VS. DRAMA

James Abbott McNeill Whistler – Harmony in Blue and Silver



WHO’S JAMES ABBOTT MCNEILL WHISTLER?

HE’S THE SON OF WHISTLER’S MOTHER



OTHER TYPES OF BALANCE

BALANCE BY COLOR
Small area of strong color  vs. large area of weak color

BALANCE BY SHAPE
Small complicated shape vs. larger simple shapes

BALANCE BY LEVERAGE
Small off-center objects 
vs. large object close to center



BALANCE VS. ENTRY POINTS

All elements have the same weight

= balance AND NOT entry point

Few large objects in front

vs. many small objects in back

= balance AND entry point



WEB DESIGN EXAMPLES

HAMILTON: THE CONCEPT OF BALANCE IN WEB 
DESIGN
http://www.onextrapixel.com/2011/08/25/concept-and-factors-of-balance-in-web-design/

COX: DEVELOPING BALANCE IN WEB DESIGN
http://tympanus.net/codrops/2011/09/13/developing-balance-in-web-design/

Anti-symmetry Symmetry Asymmetry



WEB DESIGN EXAMPLES

HAMILTON: 
THE CONCEPT OF BALANCE IN WEB DESIGN
http://www.onextrapixel.com/2011/08/25/concept-and-factors-of-balance-in-web-design/

COX: DEVELOPING BALANCE IN WEB DESIGN
http://tympanus.net/codrops/2011/09/13/developing-balance-in-web-design/

Anti-symmetry Symmetry Asymmetry



RECOLLECTION

VISUAL COMMUNICATION
Colors, symbols

ATTRACT ATTENTION
GUIDE THE ATTENTION
LAYOUT
BALANCE
ELEMENTS OF FORM

MISSING: THE MESSAGE



DESIGN MOTIVATION

DESIGN IS NOT CREATED WITHOUT 
MOTIVATION
Promote, explain, inform,… → goal, message

DESIGN PROCESS IS STARTED UPON REQUEST 
AND THIS MISSION NEEDS TO BE 
ACCOMPLISHED WHEN DESIGN IS PRODUCED

LESSON: MAKE YOUR MOTIVATION AND GOALS 
AS CLEAR AS POSSIBLE



GOAL OF THE GRAPHIC DESIGN

EXAMPLE GOALS:
Promote something new
Promote something old.
Brand awareness
Education

WHO IS THE TARGET AUDIENCE?
What are their common characteristics

• Age, gender, income, preferences, …



WHAT NEEDS TO BE CLEAR

YOUR MOTIVATION
E.g. increase sales of our cars

YOUR MESSAGE (AND YOUR OBJECT)
E.g. The cars now run on salt water.

YOUR AUDIENCE
E.g. males, 30-50y, high income.

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION
E.g. billboards, magazine ads, t-shirts



LEARN FROM
EXAMPLES



LUXURY AND GREAT SCALE



ELEGANCE AND SUPERIORITY



SPEED



SMART AND SMALL



DESIGN LANGUAGE

COLORS
SIMPLE / COMPLEX STYLE
ROUND / SHARP SHAPES
GLOSSY / MATTE FINISH
PICTURES / TEXT
PHOTO CONTENT … / … / …
….
SIMPLE AESTHETICS
Balance, white space



MOOD BOARD DESCRIBES STYLE

WIREFRAME … LAYOUT
MOOD BOARD … SKIN
COLOR SCHEME
PICTURE USAGE

ANSWER QUESTIONS:
simple/complex
round/sharp
glossy/matte,
… / … / …



COMPARE MOOD BOARDS



COMPARE MOOD BOARDS



COMPARE MOOD BOARDS



COMPARE MOOD BOARDS



VISUAL STYLES
INSPIRED BY
HISTORY



ART NOUVEAU (SECESSION)

EARLY ATTEMPTS TO MASS PRODUCE 
GRAPHICS FOR BUSINESS PURPOSES
(1890 – 1914)



MODERNISM

1920-1940’S
BAUHAUS, CUBISM, ART DECO 



SWISS STYLE

1950’S AND LATER

FOCUSED ON USING TYPE IN GRAPHIC DESIGN

GENERAL PRINCIPLES THAT STILL WORK 
Readability of text
Clarity of design, content layout
White space, Less is more
Introduction of photography



SWISS STYLE

FONT SIZE IMPLIES HIERARCHY
REMEMBER ENTRY POINTS



SWISS STYLE

GRIDS
ORTHOGONAL ALIGNMENT
PHOTOGRAPHY
STILL USED AND POPULAR



60’S ZEITGEIST – PSYCHEDELIC



70’S ZEITGEIST – DISCO



80’S ZEITGEIST – POP



90’S ZEITGEIST – GRUNGE



00’S ZEITGEIST – URBAN, HIP HOP



00’S IN TECHNOLOGY

GLOSS, REFLECTIONS
“WEB 2.0“



RETRO DESIGN

TO STAND OUT FROM
THE MODERN CROWD

ART / TRENDS / 
POP CULTURE
REFERENCES

MIMIC OUTDATED STYLES



RETRO DESIGN



RETRO DESIGN

MIMIC OUTDATED TECHNOLOGY
POLAROID, WASHED OUT PRINTS, …



BE AWARE OF THE ZEITGEIST

WHAT IS THE GRAPHIC ZEITGEIST OF TODAY?



10’S ZEITGEIST – FLAT DESIGN

GOOGLE ANDROID
MICROSOFT METRO
APPLE IOS



NEXT:
EXAMPLES OF 
CONTENT-ORIENTED 
STYLES IN WEB
DESIGN


