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THE VISUAL BALANCE

PART OF STANDARD AESTHETICS:

Next to color schemes, unified sizes, margins, grid...

WHAT DOLES BALANCE MEAN IN WEB DESIGN?

Remember stability vs. drama in logo design

BALANCE BY:

- Symmetry, anti-symmetry, asymmetry
- Leverage, eye-direction, texture, color, space
- Vertical balance - fixed vertical axis (defined by grid)



BALANCE BY SYMMETRY

James Abbott McNeill Whistler — Autoportrait



BALANCE BY ANTI-SYMMETRY

James Abbott McNeill Whistler — At the piano



BALANCE BY ASYMMETRY

James Abbott McNeill Whistler — Autoportrait



HARMONY VS. DRAMA




WHO'S JAMES ABBOTT MCNEILL WHISTLER?

HE'S THE SON OF WHISTLER'S MOTHER




OTHER TYPES OF BALANCE

BALANCE BY COLOR

Small area of strong color vs. large area of weak color

BALANCE BY SHAPE

Small complicated shape vs. larger simple shapes

BALANCE BY LEVERAGE

Small off-center objects
vs. large object close to center



BALANCE VS. ENTRY POINTS
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WEB DESIGN EXAMPLES
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WEB DESIGN EXAMPLES

HAMILTON:
THE CONCEPT OF BALANCE IN WEB DESIGN

http://www.onextrapixel.com/2011/08/25/concept-and-factors-of-balance-in-web-design/

COX: DEVELOPING BALANCE IN WEB DESIGN

http://tympanus.net/codrops/2011/09/13/developing-balance-in-web-design/
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RECOLLECTION

VISUAL COMMUNICATION

Colors, symbols

ATTRACT ATTENTION
GUIDE THE ATTENTION
LAYOUT

BALANCE

ELEMENTS OF FORM

MISSING: THE MESSAGE



DESIGN MOTIVATION

DESIGN IS NOT CREATED WITHOUT
MOTIVATION

Promote, explain, inform,..  — goal, message

DESIGN PROCESS IS STARTED UPON REQUEST
AND THIS MISSION NEEDS TO BE
ACCOMPLISHED WHEN DESIGN IS PRODUCED

LESSON: MAKE YOUR MOTIVATION AND GOALS
AS CLEAR AS POSSIBLE



GOAL OF THE GRAPHIC DESIGN

EXAMPLE GOALS:

Promote something new
Promote something old.
Brand awareness
Education

WHO IS THE TARGET AUDIENCE?
What are their common characteristics
* Age, gender, income, preferences, ...



WHAT NEEDS TO BE CLEAR

YOUR MOTIVATION

E.g. increase sales of our cars

YOUR MESSAGE (AND YOUR OBJECT)
E.g. The cars now run on salt water.

YOUR AUDIENCE
E.g. males, 30-50y, high income.

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION

E.g. billboards, magazine ads, t-shirts



LEARN FROM
EXAMPLES




LUXURY AND GREAT SCALE

Mercedes-Benz




ELEGANCE AND SUPERIORITY

Truth:

Behind every status symbol and
luxury badge is a good product.

Truth:

Good is the enemy of great.

EVEN CARS

NEED A HERO.

ign and build automo E need something to look up
THE NEW
And for ¢ 50 ercedes-Benz S-Class has beer

S_C l a S S that icon. A showcase of th st in design, technology, performanc
and safety, Everything an automobile can be. The 2007 S-Class. See it at he fact thet we don't settls isipresently starinayouin the face
VISIT MBUSA,CoM Presenting the Audi R8. Audi. Truth in Engineering.
your local authorized Me s-Benz er. $-Class. Unlike any other.  Mercedes-Benz
“Audi,” “R8" and the four rings and Audi emblems are registered trademarks of AUDI AG.
“Truth in Engineering.” is a trademark of Audi of America, Inc. ©2007 Audi of America, Inc.




THE RX 400h.
PERFECT FOR TODAY'S

ECONOMIC CLIMATE.
(AND TOMORROW'S)

From 8499 a month® (+VAT and initial rental, business wsers only)

expect from the world's
'




SMART AND SMALL

Peugeot BB1. 0 emussion, 2.50m, 4 seats,

www.bb1-peugeot com



DESIGN LANGUAGE
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Balance, white space




MOOD BOARD DESCRIBES STYLE
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COMPARE MOOD BOARDS
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PARE MOOD BOARDS
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COMPARE MOOD BOARDS
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COMPARE MOOD BOARDS
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VISUAL STYLES
INSPIRED BY
HISTORY




ART NOUVEAU (SECESSION)

EARLY ATTEMPTS TO MASS PRODUCE
GRAPHICS FOR BUSINESS PURPOSES
(1890 - 1914)
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1920-1940'5
BAUHAUS, CUBISM, ART DECO
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SWISS STYLE

19505 AND LATER
FOCUSED ON USING TYPE IN GRAPHIC DESIGN

GENERAL PRINCIPLES THAT STILL WORK
Readability of text

Clarity of design, content layout

White space, Less is more

Introduction of photography



SWISS STYLE

FONT SIZE IMPLIES HIERARCHY
REMEMBER ENTRY POINTS

Opernhaus
Zirich
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SWISS STYLE

GRIDS

ORTHOGONAL ALIGNMENT
PHOTOGRAPHY
STILL USED AND POPULAR




60'S ZEITGEIST - PSYCHEDELIC




0'S ZEITGEIST - DISCO

Your choice of
3 Datsuns that

B-210 Hatchback

E.P.A. mileage tests of new '75 cars
sold in the U.S. list the Datsun B-210s at

carpeting » Vinyl interior and trim =
Electric rear window defogger = Trip
] uWheel covers

an impressive 39 mpg on the highway, 27
mpg in town.

But great gas mileage is just one of
Datsun’s many economies! The B-210
price includes all these standard features:
= 1400cc high cam engine s Power-
assist front disc brakes = Fully reclin-
ing bucket seats m Tinted glass u Full

SEE YOUR NEARBY DATSUN DEALER..

and more!

The B-210 comes in three body styles
—Hatchback, 2- and 4-Door Sedans—a
choice not available in all economy cars.

The Datsun B-210. The most economi-
cal of all thrifty Datsuns! Test-drive one

o Datsgges'

.HE'S LISTED IN THE YELLOW PAGES.




80'S ZEITGEIST - POP
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90'S ZEITGEIST - GRUNGE
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00°S ZEITGEIST - URBAN, HIP HOP




00°S IN TECHNOLOGY

GLOSS, REFLECTIONS
"WEB 2.0

EXPERIENCE THE EXCEPTIONAL LINE OF HANNS-G FLAT PANEL DISPLAYS

Harmns-oG

GESO BEYOMNDD




RETRO DESIGN

TO STAND OUT FROM
THE MODERN CROWD

ART / TRENDS /
POP CULTURE
REFERENCES

MIMIC OUTDATED STYLES L




RETRO DESIGN

THE DARK KNIGHT | (A
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RETRO DESIGN

MIMIC OUTDATED TECHNOLOGY
POLAROID, WASHED OUT PRINTS, ..




BE AWARE OF THE ZEITGEIST
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WHAT IS THE GRAPHIC ZEITGEIST OF TODAY?




10°S ZEITGEIST - FLAT DESIGN

GOOGLE ANDROID i
MICROSOFT METRO Zeon WiFi XI

cutting edge cloud technology

APPLE 10S -

B, "




NEXT:
EXAMPLES OF
CONTENT-ORIENTED
STYLES IN WEB
DESIGN




